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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination filed 20 
November 2009. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

Claims 1,8-11, 20-23, 30-35, and 42-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Amin et al (US Patent 6,208,340), hereinafter Amin, in view of Naqarajavva 
et al (US Patent 5,940,078), hereinafter Naqarajavva. 

Regarding claim 1, Amin teaches a computer-implemented method of selecting 
one or more data records within a graphical user interface, comprising: providing, using one or 
more processors, a first control, and a pull-down control button, wherein the first control 
operates within a window of the graphical user interface (taught as the drop-down list graphical 
user interface of col. 1 , line 57 through col. 2, line 4, and further at col. 3, lines 10-19, wherein 
the drop-down menu includes a first control for accessing the drop-down menu); manipulating 
the first control using the pull-down control button to display a second control within the window 
that contains the first control, wherein the second control operates within the first control, and 
wherein the second control includes the one or more data records from a database (taught as 
the menu system of col. 3, lines 10-30, where the drop-down menu includes items related to 
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database software, at col. 2, lines 61-65); and selecting at least one of the one or more data 
records using the second control, wherein when a data record is selected using the second 
control (taught as the selection of menu items in the drop-down menu, at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Amin fails to explicitly teach the first control including a graphical state indicator 
indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state indicator of the first control 
in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records using the second control. 

Nagarajayya teaches a method for displaying an icon related to a graphical user 
interface menu, similar to the graphical widget label disclosed by Amin. Furthermore, 
Nagarajayya teaches wherein the displayed icon is related to the underlying properties, states, 
and methods related to the icon image, at col. 4, lines 54-59, and col. 6, lines 19-23. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin and Nagarajayya before him at the time the invention was made to modify the 
drop-down menu including a graphical label of Amin to include the varying icon appearance 
based on related properties of Nagarajayya in order to obtain the first control including a 
graphical state indicator indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state 
indicator of the first control in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records 
using the second control. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
providing an icon on a graphical user interface that allows a user to easily distinguish whether or 
not an event affecting the icon has occurred. See Nagarajayya, col. 1, line 64 through col. 2, 
line 3. 



Regarding claim 8, Amin teaches selecting a data record; and indicating a selection 
status of the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 3, and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 
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Regarding claim 9, Amin teaches wherein the selection status is presented proximate to 
the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 3, and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claims 10 and 11, Amin teaches selecting multiple data records as a group 
and indicating the selection status of each selected data record in the group (taught as the 
ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down menu, which may thus be 
considered to be grouped, at col. 4, lines 54-57). 

Regarding claim 20, Amin teaches wherein the second control includes separate 
checkbox interface items corresponding to each of the one or more data records, wherein 
multiple checkbox interface items can be concurrently selected, and wherein data records 
selected through their associated checkbox interface items are used as data by a software 
application (taught as the ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down 
menu, at col. 4, lines 54-57. The menu system of Amin is related to software applications, as 
disclosed at col. 2, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 21, Amin teaches a computer-implemented system for selecting one or 
more data records within a graphical user interface, comprising: one or more processors; one or 
more computer-readable storage mediums containing software instructions executable on the 
one or more processors to cause the one or more processors to perform operations including: 
providing a first control, and a pull-down control button, wherein the first control operates within 
a window of the graphical user interface (taught as the drop-down list graphical user interface of 
col. 1, line 57 through col. 2, line 4, and further at col. 3, lines 10-19, wherein the drop-down 
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menu includes a first control for accessing the drop-down menu); manipulating the first control 
using the pull-down control button to display a second control within the window that contains 
the first control, wherein the second control operates within the first control, and wherein the 
second control includes the one or more data records from a database (taught as the menu 
system of col. 3, lines 10-30, where the drop-down menu includes items related to database 
software, at col. 2, lines 61-65); and selecting at least one of the one or more data records using 
the second control, wherein when a data record is selected using the second control (taught as 
the selection of menu items in the drop-down menu, at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Amin fails to explicitly teach the first control including a graphical state indicator 
indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state indicator of the first control 
in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records using the second control. 

Nagarajayya teaches a method for displaying an icon related to a graphical user 
interface menu, similar to the graphical widget label disclosed by Amin. Furthermore, 
Nagarajayya teaches wherein the displayed icon is related to the underlying properties, states, 
and methods related to the icon image, at col. 4, lines 54-59, and col. 6, lines 19-23. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin and Nagarajayya before him at the time the invention was made to modify the 
drop-down menu including a graphical label of Amin to include the varying icon appearance 
based on related properties of Nagarajayya in order to obtain the first control including a 
graphical state indicator indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state 
indicator of the first control in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records 
using the second control. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
providing an icon on a graphical user interface that allows a user to easily distinguish whether or 
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not an event affecting the icon has occurred. See Nagarajayya, col. 1, line 64 through col. 2, 
line 3. 



Regarding claim 22, Amin teaches one or more computer-readable storage mediums 
encoded with instructions that when executed, cause one or more computers to perform a 
method of selecting one or more data records within a graphical user interface, the method 
comprising: providing a first control and a pull-down control button, wherein the first control 
operates within a window of the graphical user interface (taught as the drop-down list graphical 
user interface of col. 1 , line 57 through col. 2, line 4, and further at col. 3, lines 1 0-1 9, wherein 
the drop-down menu includes a first control for accessing the drop-down menu); manipulating 
the first control using the pull-down control button to display a second control within the window 
that contains the first control, wherein the second control operates within the first control, and 
wherein the second control includes the one or more data records from a database (taught as 
the menu system of col. 3, lines 10-30, where the drop-down menu includes items related to 
database software, at col. 2, lines 61-65); and selecting at least one of the one or more data 
records using the second control, wherein when a data record is selected using the second 
control (taught as the selection of menu items in the drop-down menu, at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Amin fails to explicitly teach the first control including a graphical state indicator 
indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state indicator of the first control 
in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records using the second control. 

Nagarajayya teaches a method for displaying an icon related to a graphical user 
interface menu, similar to the graphical widget label disclosed by Amin. Furthermore, 
Nagarajayya teaches wherein the displayed icon is related to the underlying properties, states, 
and methods related to the icon image, at col. 4, lines 54-59, and col. 6, lines 19-23. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin and Nagarajayya before him at the time the invention was made to modify the 
drop-down menu including a graphical label of Amin to include the varying icon appearance 
based on related properties of Nagarajayya in order to obtain the first control including a 
graphical state indicator indicative of a selection status, and selecting the corresponding state 
indicator of the first control in response to selecting at least one of the one or more data records 
using the second control. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
providing an icon on a graphical user interface that allows a user to easily distinguish whether or 
not an event affecting the icon has occurred. See Nagarajayya, col. 1, line 64 through col. 2, 
line 3. 

Regarding claim 23, Amin teaches wherein the graphical state indicator is represented 
by a check-box, and wherein the pull-down control button is represented by an icon (taught as 
the graphical widget labels and check-box interface of col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 30, Amin teaches instructions executable on the one or more 
processors to cause the one or more processors to perform operations including: selecting a 
data record; and indicating a selection status of the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 
3 and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 31, Amin teaches wherein the selection status is presented proximate 
to the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 3 and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 



Application/Control Number: 09/837,047 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2173 

Regarding claims 32 and 33, Amin teaches selecting multiple data records as a group 
and indicating the selection status of each selected data record in the group (taught as the 
ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down menu, which may thus be 
considered to be grouped, at col. 4, lines 54-57). 

Regarding claim 34, Amin teaches wherein the second control includes separate 
checkbox interface items corresponding to each of the one or more data records, wherein 
multiple checkbox interface items can be concurrently selected, and wherein data records 
selected through their associated checkbox interface items are used as data by a software 
application (taught as the ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down 
menu, at col. 4, lines 54-57. The menu system of Amin is related to software applications, as 
disclosed at col. 2, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 35, Amin teaches wherein the graphical state indicator is represented 
by a checkbox, and wherein the pull-down control button is represented by an icon (taught as 
the graphical widget labels and check-box interface of col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 42, Amin teaches selecting a data record; and indicating a selection 
status of the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 3, and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Regarding claim 43, Amin teaches wherein the selection status is presented proximate 
to the selected data record (as can be seen in Fig. 3, and disclosed at col. 3, lines 10-30). 
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Regarding claims 44 and 45, Amin teaches selecting multiple data records as a group 
and indicating the selection status of each selected data record in the group (taught as the 
ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down menu, which may thus be 
considered to be grouped, at col. 4, lines 54-57). 

Regarding claim 46, Amin teaches wherein the second control includes separate 
checkbox interface items corresponding to each of the one or more data records, wherein 
multiple checkbox interface items can be concurrently selected, and wherein data records 
selected through their associated checkbox interface items are used as data by a software 
application (taught as the ability to simultaneously select multiple menu choices in a drop-down 
menu, at col. 4, lines 54-57. The menu system of Amin is related to software applications, as 
disclosed at col. 2, lines 61-65). 

Regarding claim 47, Amin teaches wherein the graphical state indicator is represented 
by a checkbox, and wherein the pull-down control button is represented by an icon (taught as 
the graphical widget labels and check-box interface of col. 3, lines 10-30). 

Claims 2-7, 24-29, and 36-41 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Amin, in view of Nagarajayya, further in view of Khan (US Patent 6,546,393). 

Regarding claims 2, 24, and 36, Amin and Nagarajayya have been shown to teach a 
method as in claims 1, 21, and 22. However, Amin and Nagarajayya fail to explicitly teach 
storing the selected data record in a database. 
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Khan teaches a method including a graphical user interface menu system similar to that 
of Amin and Nagarajayya. Furthermore, Khan teaches storing selected data records in a 
database (taught as the storing of selected bookmarks in an online account, at col. 16, lines 1-8, 
the bookmarks being selected through a graphical user interface as seen in Fig. 6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin, Nagarajayya and Khan before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the interface of Amin and Nagarajayya to include the storage of selected elements in a 
database, as in Khan. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
allowing the persistence of selected features and options. See Khan, col. 16, lines 3-8. 

Regarding claims 3, 25, and 37, Amin and Nagarajayya have been shown to teach a 
method as in claims 1, 21, and 22. However, Amin and Nagarajayya fail to explicitly teach 
wherein a pop-up window provides a menu of operations configured to perform actions on a 
selected data record appearing within the second control. 

Khan teaches a method including a graphical user interface menu system similar to that 
of Amin and Nagarajayya. Furthermore, Khan teaches the use of a pop-up window for providing 
a menu for the manipulation selected data records, as seen in Fig. 8, and disclosed at col. 15, 
lines 56-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin, Nagarajayya and Khan before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the interface of Amin and Nagarajayya to include the pop-up menus of Khan, in order to 
obtain a menu system wherein a pop-up window provides a menu of operations configured to 
perform actions on a selected data record appearing within the second control. 
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One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
"making the user's life easier", i.e. user-friendliness. See Khan, col. 15, lines 53-55. 

Regarding claims 4, 26, and 38, Amin and Nagarajayya have been shown to teach a 
method as in claims 1, 21, and 22. However, Amin and Nagarajayya fail to explicitly tech 
wherein the second control is configured to display data records from two or more data sources 
including a database, a record source, and a dynamic record generator. 

Khan teaches a method including a graphical user interface menu system similar to that 
of Amin and Nagarajayya. Furthermore, Khan teaches the ability to import data from multiple 
sources, at col. 16, lines 16-24. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin, Nagarajayya and Khan before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the interface of Amin and Nagarajayya to include the multiple data sources of Khan, in 
order to obtain an interface wherein the second control is configured to display data records 
from two or more data sources including a database, a record source, and a dynamic record 
generator. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
importing data from wherever a user wants, and whenever the user wants to import the data. 
See Khan, col. 16, lines 22-24. 

Regarding claims 5-7, 27-29, and 29-41, Amin and Nagarajayya have been shown to 
teach a method as in claims 1, 21, and 22. However, Amin and Nagarajayya fail to explicitly 
teach using the second control to add a new data record to the database; using the second 
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control to delete a data record from the database; and using the second control to rename a 
data record. 

Khan teaches a method including a graphical user interface menu system similar to that 
of Amin and Nagarajayya. Furthermore, Khan teaches the ability to add, delete, and rename 
data records through a second control, as seen in the menu of Fig. 8, which lists "Delete" and 
"Rename" as menu options, and further adding data through a pop-up window menu as seen in 
Fig. 14, at disclosed at col. 17, lines 1-16. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the 
teachings of Amin, Nagarajayya and Khan before him at the time the invention was made to 
modify the interface of Amin and Nagarajayya to include the data record manipulation of Khan in 
order to obtain an interface using the second control to add a new data record to the database; 
using the second control to delete a data record from the database; and using the second 
control to rename a data record. 

One would have been motivated to make such a combination for the advantage of 
"making the user's life easier", i.e. user-friendliness. See Khan, col. 15, lines 53-55. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 and 20-47 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to MICHAEL ROSWELL whose telephone number is (571)272-4055. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 - 6:00 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Michael Roswell /MICHAEL ROSWELL/ 
11/16/2010 



